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With the Italian military occupation and the union of the Albanian
Crown to that of the King of Italy, Albania started on the road to a
secure 'future of economic and civilian progress. Even some of the

political lsaders of the present regime admit that it. brought a noteworthy

(]

advantage of economic and 80044l improvements to the netion, But many

Albanians put up definite resist&nce to Italy, both in the military and

econonic fields, - e

P

Ty ; .,

I The infiﬁéQgpfbf partisan forces of neighboring Yugoslavia

contributed to the creation of two political “lencies in Albania: «..iv -

P
v A

o (T ™
the nationalists and the communists wHich-wes E\:.ly different in

% ¥

e F
their ideology and which compromised natidq%a - % Thus, the first

dissension started, which in many cases resui\#“,_“-ﬁutual betrayal

to the German Command and finally in indiscriminate deportations by

——

the Germans,

When the Germans retreated from Albania, Albanian partisans
contaéted immediately the Communiséliberation forces of Marshall Tito
and Corrmunist influénce became overpowering, Many were executed, mass
arrests and purges took place of all those who held réponsible jobs,

' | those who had collsborated with the Italians, with the Germans, and
even partiséns of purely nationalist groups, Tito partisan formations,

supported by an air unit from Tirana, spread 51]1 over the country and

-1- Sﬂigﬁégfi
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| . %&S%&' Enpr Hoxha.

3 ?"\‘ Be Yugoslav political collaboration penetrated into the economy
Y ¢ of the country with the arrival of technicians and specialists who
directed every economic activity, Even the estimated costs of the

first Five-Year Plan (1947-1952) were calculated in Dinars rather than
in Lelé

The establistment of the Communist regime was accompanied by an
intensive propaganda, but without the usual system of terror, A large

portion of the Albenian people adhered with spontaneity and almost with

enthusiasm to a regime which promised immediately a new social system,

which seemed to the inexperienced and politically unprepared Albanlans

a new and psrfect system of existence,

FIRST REACTIONS:

The Albanians found out soon to their disappointment that the
i | new regime had adopted political and economic systems which were
completely contrary to their hopes and their expectations. They
became soon convinced that they had been cheated and that they were

the victims of Comrunist propaganda,

i Of impatient nature, they hoped that the chaotic situation of
the first months would quickly give way to order and to the
establishment of the program promised by the regime. But with every
moxxth that passed, they realized that the real situation was hard and

that life was becoming unbearable,

! The determining causes which made the new regime unbearable were

the immediate nationalization of all private property and #he inborn

! indolence of the Albanian, who abhors work, while the regime forced

ﬁ e
&Q‘“ i C

5 _ u. s

- Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA- RDP8OSO154OR006300070003 8

+



Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA- RDP8OSO154OROO6300070003 8
((S%&} everyone to work, The "norms” imposed on %@ people who were not used

tn work hard and long hours were excruciating.

N a Between 1945 and 1948, numerous open revolts against the regime were
AT ve e
a.gl.to:ul. groups of 5-6 very young students 50X1-HUM
e
(between 16 and 18 years old) ogQralom,f Fierf, and Elbasan, who at the

beginning of 1947 organized secret groups to fight the regime and who were

executed or sentenced to not less than 25 years hard labor.

Of these, 50X1-HUM

&@C&j} of Kaninma,

Mol
was Aexecuted.

Eendiqarl i amzaraj,

P VI e
1Burin jKokoschi of Valona,

[A”\u(uj-
The most outragecus case was that of Halick where a group of technicians,

including some Italians, employed in the drainage of a lake, were sentenced
allegedly for inciting a revolution wkth the help of the British and

Americans, Most of the accused were exscuted, including an Italian,

50X1-HUM

many other reactiomry groups of sll
pJe

social classes had been discovered at Kotc%, Tirana, Aécutarﬂ, and in other

places, whers they were just preparing to organize or had actually made

ac M5 -
some att-ﬁ(. The members of these organizations » with very few exceptions,

were executed,

In 1947-1948, among a mumber of measures taken by the Govermment was
&% the order to jail all Albanian citizens who had attended the American
"Fulz" schools, which had been opened in Albania during King Zogj's re!%.

eoREl

__ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 CIA-RDP80S01540R006300070003-8




V.V QU P YIS PO NN ] WY N

" Declassified in Part Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03;‘18 " CIA- RDP80801540R006300070003 8

O
s@,\&

AN
i

though he had attended these schools,

\;"}’fﬁl‘l’ﬂ /ém}esistancav were also found in the armed forces, but none

" of them caused overt trouble.

e r @y .
In 1948, sabotage and rebellion became more apweddé-and fess b« TVer
organized, but this was considered a consequence of the dissension
between Tito and the Cominform, which had a profound echo and ¢~ ®v: ¢4 4¢2 7%

conéequences in Albanis,

TITO-COMINFORM DISSENSION AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES IN ALBANIA:

In June 1948, within one week, all -Semmber army peraopnel and
civilians who had been directors or techmical consultants $8 the
Albanian Armed Forces, 4n ministries, in enterprises and business
firms, and in any other managing capacity of importance hurriedly

left Albania,

In the period following the dissension, open declarations of

vsy'mpatmr were voiced for Marshall Tito and some small groups rebelled

against the regime.

A violent and indiscriminate wave of repression followed; arresta

were made in towns and villages and many officials'and taednese

R T AN AV ETY i@ 5 A d ancTdw WD " It s fw\ e \"-( ‘taat "’°“‘33 A'U s

employeea ‘were purged, Hore were only a Fow dozen

vntel

. Russians in Albania at that time and 950,

The then Minister of the Interior, Koci w, a former tinsmith
from Korck, was executed, and a similar fate overtook /?iand.'k_\w
was still Minister, because they tried to shake off Russian influence,

the same as Marshall Tito,

Taking advantage of the situation, groups of victims of the regimey’
,ri o 7\ -

attempted to,qn.yﬂ open rebellion, but without a sound basis and

QECRET

‘<. Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA- RDP8OSO1540R006300070003 8



7 L

_Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA- RDP8OSO154OROO6300070003 8

cg(&@ defected and betrayed them and the groups were soon amgtod and
‘executod.
N In the fall of 1949, 15 50X1-HUM

Albanians were removed from prison and shot, including some civi}ians
and police officers from the prison guard, The civilians had been
connected with prison guards and other free elements, who in turn had
connections with p&litical prisoners and the prison police of prisons
in other cities, The conspirators had instructions to start a combined

action of rebellion at a set date, the movement to start at Valona,

The leader for the Valona sector was/’M;ﬂEE Koshena, and on the

part of the police, one Loro (first name unknown), | | BOX1-HUM
\Mecu«.'{wsw ?mcc-&u{w‘ s ‘& el f’“,"’
| | They were fexecuted, “ImySTTEREIGHE-gontITMEt-tElacats, 50X 1-HUM

NI v T“*:; e ey PR A

LA major from a military unit near Korca_ S

(e, NE }Q{,J“@m 1&45 oy ﬂ,,_(. e \r M BAN A ng‘,f . -‘v’i,l-! Ay av.,.L*‘ B
PO S Sl JERPRSTa = S

“\( - A,&A.&z{‘}mi e
who had

Aorganiz’/a group in 1951, was discovered, but
;'w A 4 Q";f"
e succesded o floq«‘fo Greece, together with other army men Sadks his

unit,

In other cases, military men tracked down by the regime crossed

secretly the border into Yugoslavia or Greece,
|

1 f&w’"f
CONSOLIDATION OF DIC S S
{ s
In spite of ruthless repressions “—W—ox 1950 “andda 1951, The

‘i\*

dictatorship had not succeeded in control, the situation, Only the
energetic, crafty, and cruel action of Mehmet Shehu, appointed Minister

ef
of the Interior in 1951, succeeded £ subdug"‘t.he opponerts &0 the

at’ v

ey J
regime and 4o precludéany possibility e SFEETAzsAiRupeker to fight
the present regine, He is considered "the hard man® of the regime

Y
would z\“ w v opewmect: e 3 3;‘&1:.."1-,53‘

who dass not heaimm to fwmswpe s anyons who dared.,dve~~—

e A AT DTN, St e iyt e,

A .;q ¥ Q oppose the regime, Mpw‘i\ : —
T A
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Bloody repressions, legalized through public hearings, terrorized

N *‘\\\«\ the Albenian people. Many groups were tracked down because one member,

m,\ a camouflaged Communist, betrayed his associates, The discovery was

- Declassmed in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA- RDP8OSO1540R006300070003 8

always attributed to the vigllence of the "Albanian People", This was
¥
proof to Albanians that the main preoccupation of Mehmet Shehu waa the

organization of an extensive net of informers and efficient spies, who

were then rewarded with privileged jobs, The mumber of small, ambitious

informers, amxious to secure favors even by betraying their own friends,

the number of aples of the

grew tremendously,

"Sigurt (Seeret Police), or of the Party was about one to five,
’

K

THE PRESENT SITUATION;

Lipe

The pﬂyCh0815l0f betrayal by friends who work W side 9, amd o1 .

who occasionully meet m has taken hold of all Albenians,

* Everybody do‘a"xte everybody else and fears a trap when a personal opinion

is expressed oﬁa mention of revolution is made,

in 1953, tuo or three Albandan citizens were parachuted in the
Eltesan zone and \t‘mﬂui shelter with a family whose anti-regime feelings

were beyond any doaht. The head of the family, while réceiving them

~and giving them s.‘ie@ter, sent a member of the family to alert the police,

because he was afraid that it was & trap set by the police, which had

'camouflaged its agenta a8 parachutists to test the loyalty of the family,

Albsnian agents who 8lipped in from Greecs in 1951~1953 had the
same fate, The hearings of these parachutists and agents were widely
broadcast, with detailed descriptions of the arrests, the pictures of
the individmls at t he moment of arrest, statements made by them

WW\QJ%A, ‘ P ’:un . QI B Rl A

~falsehoods), from which it resudded that the arm&ed ‘had been
sent to Albania to spy and to sebotage,

m%ﬂ _,

o
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i at least 70-80 percent of the population hates the

yoke of the dict.qtors, and dissatisfaction and anger are increasing more
5 Ao o \%w/
and more} There are episodee of r'dvolutionary underground groups, of

-% Lol \\.—
open rebellion, spd-eof manifestations of discontent,
)
B i

Bhe mutual distmst/{/ﬁ the greatest deterrant to any attempt to

organized sabotage or to a coordinated coup with g reaaonable margin of
Q Ja.(,uv‘"

success to overthrow the regime, Non-Communist Albaniahs ibad to submit

and resign tbems?ves to the situation, concealing their feelings,

e

The only possible protests and resistence 'are in the field of labor
L8 ,
and labor uniona_, ;c'%d to a smaller extent, in economy, In April 1954, waen..
the government s\,a"ted negotiations with workers of Narta Village, for
ok !uJ,,

the rebuilding of»tha ~neighboring Valona Salt Ju(bms Z(he workers forced

their own terms upob the government, because they are My—ms

Wq.‘vkﬁ’v\ Al ’\‘-"""1‘“" - (
i-u-AM, speciali sts in -sna-&m, which must ,be done barefoot.. nde THRD

g 4 e ru-u )A e ‘;‘l." - [V 14‘ Loy A A l,a\,‘(w c_,.(""h\l

execute the work in thﬁ%a]om Salt lu;.s Aware of the situation,

the workers provoked 8 lebor union dispute, in which the goverment had
to intervene by issuing s =uecial decree to cope with the situation,

The workers were not 1n@amd and saet their own wags rates which were
much larger than any wages previously paid, M&eh—the-govemm’md~
to-eccapt. The wage was not less than 400 leks per da& per worker (an
average workef earns about 10U leks per day), and the‘supervisora had to
close an eye and allow workers:a: to work only 4~5 hours per day, which

reduced the "norms” and was against regulations which call for a minimum

-

of 8 hours' work per day, R

Brigade leader Spiro Papa, at present employed with the_\{a}ona
LAY Ll @ el Gea
Cement Factory, together with his brigade, eauied-great-disturbences--
(1954), because the technical supervisor miscalculated ppoduction and

- QELREL

-7- AP
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| Q&\ vages for work done by him and his brigade.

Others show their dissatisfaction with the regime in many other

ways, For example, Andrea Muco, about 40 years old, a waiter at the

Ve

Sazan (Sasena) Restaurant in Valona, continues to work in this seadsl
profession only because he can annoy Communist patrons who eat in that

restaurant, by keeping them waiting for service as long as he possibly can,

often spitting on the food, S50X1-HUM

The waiter,

Vv &ed

behaved as described above, because this was the only mesn# to

50X1-HUM
demonstrate his hate against the regime and his contempt for its ]ea_ds_v:g_’

Very few people attempt to leave the cc;ﬁ'ntry illegally, because
their families would be deported to labor camps and kept there to

force defectors to return,

The Albanians are ready to accept any situation that will rid them
of Commun.isp dictatorship, but they are sure thst without foreiéﬁ aid,
this cennot be done., Hope is kept alive by leaflets smuggled into
Albania through underground channels., The Albanians are prepared for
action at the i‘irst shot of a gun, It is amazing that Albania, such a
small nation, surrounded by non-Cormunist countries and far removed
from Russia, cannot be liberated from the Commundst dictatorship, after

all the fwetwweted promises given them since 1946,
t

Othex‘,‘z,’” who are more objective, say that Alhania is too small

politically, and t,00 insignificant a nation in the international

Caqvned Taa ol

political picture; but in the long rum, even the proudest nation mﬂ!’.

1 - ).| 2'e %
V( Vi Bl v hope .QVSha‘W%ff the yoke of dictatorship that is destroying it,

-8 %%%?&X il
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R At least 70-80 percent of Albanians are prepared to fight the present

regime, proAvidod the West takes organiied action and provides adequate

means,
SENT S _OF ACCO G TQ CATE
mwg.;
4§;§§ &m
Co unist propaganda finds ready acceptance with students in
' { boe s e oo Nagelag
general, Ldueabiom—ién gchoolp\h on the Sovie pattern and , overktiing .
P & Ay O rn ars. W\AA\,LM“A& il vuvt?a-u 'Tuus’l e -'“J iy
is mis:spresented Western sct‘aee‘ta-eenstantly—d&aeredized:~*' """" 3
l: \“uma o aagan pi- r.auw« L gen g _-"' wnd v 0l s ose scolEves s ot ardiaa

- \.\.3 Ak i Furtherrore, during vacations, students are employed in various

\ P et

‘%tiom for voluntary work, political pgrty educationm, etc,

A smml]l percentage of youth searches for the truth, because they are
& .
guided by their families, Many parents, howsver, refrain from

discussing anything with their children, except family matters, because

Ii,,cicl (LR

they fear that the son might unwittingly disclose the ideas of the

father, .
Workers:
Youth is trained and msfe‘smits apprenticeship in state organizations
LIRS Xy R
and ,'19 bdmg indoctrinated with Marxist teachings which it n&é“t Tt

;o;"en‘her. _Slowness in work is nothing else but inborn passiveness,
and should not be confused with intentional sabotage, It is dangerous
to discuss-political problems with youngsters because they are ins,tructed

to report all they hear and ses, for a better collaboration in work,

Mature Workergs:
., tewmas
A small percentage of worksrs are convinced Gommunists' 20 percent
are agnostics, and 75 percdnt are dissatisfied because the regime has

not kept its promises and 1iving conditions have not improved in the

QESRE

-Q .
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" working conditiens

,’»-...._,_,._.._...\

last eight yeara. Besides, ‘negligenceuises are punished as sabotage,

are W unjustr, because in most cases 1nadequat.o

v, i il -’Ai“"‘“

. The finishing touches on work

4

are performed sloppily, because workers must hurry to attain their

"norms®,
Older Workers:

The great majority is definitely against the regime, They -recall

the past and their fondest hopes are to see the present regime overthrown,

State Employeess

01d employees have no use for the present regime, Many half-illiterates

have been placed in state key positions for political merité, to whom
the bonanza appears like a dream that wlll disappear with daybreak,
Thoan are loyal servants to the 8tate. However, administrative jobs

ue&ﬂ

@&i held by the old employees.

Professiopals:

Doctors:

'Evén though opposed to dictatorship, they are not elements that
would lend themselves to underground activities, Their ecomomic conditions
are good, in part because of the scarcity of doctors in Albania, and
because they can carry on their profession privateiy, in addition to

their government jobs,

ers:

They are united in cooperaﬁives. Their income is derived from
the dividends of the cooperative, which has many overhead expenses
(employees, taxes, etc.), Their field of activity is much more limited.

¢
T T T TSI AR S A QLvde A L SR r"-ﬁ'\’-&-{}q:"f .-’f —

W&M lawyers ag-theve:aTe-acausdd, because mere

oo R o SEG ?ﬁ‘h’j
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K R Teachers:

@

They are forced to adjust their teaching to political directives,

[“B]
Professor Pe/ﬁ'o Petraq, history teacher at the Higher Institute of
Tirana, confidedzhow much he suffered because he is forced to

teach what is against the truth,

Teachers in general, in spite of their better conscience, are

careful not to 1nfringe disciplinary orders or the instructions of

e @ haas viewen, Peaoaa 82Ty o A iy '*""‘-""“’r v
the police, wm%wmﬁmmynﬁsy
Fem3 -

Peasants:

Living conditions of peasants will be considerebly improved in
1955 through the assistance given them by the regime, However, this
has not induced the peasants to give up their desire for 1ndependence,

x s
e Neddn 14, &‘M.eul Wty Flecn f.ww’. "‘1“ (oL wed e 2F Af‘-fv‘l.

Mmr-—tbgwpneamto -whicth- theywuere- mbjected"br'guvermé ht

7‘\( 1:911( 4/(’(,fﬂ'?l"‘4 |

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM
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POLITICAL BACKGROUND AND MOTIVES WHICH CAUSED THE RESIGNATION OF

<"" 7’,‘ R I o

W 1951, rumors circulated throughout Albania of

strong antagonism between the head of the government, Enver Hoxha,

U5

g

— 1
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-and the Ministor of the Interior, Mehmet Sheku, It was also rumored

%QS) that special elections would be held within the people!' s executive

\‘& committees of"t:he—i‘apty, 80 that central and peripheral leaders could

RUS choose and deci‘c{ieh\;,;"‘céxhou‘;cl lead the govermment, Albanians in the
people's executive committess, with whom source spoke, stated that the
choice was for Mehmet Shehu, However, months cnd years passed and ths

political change did not take place,

In the spring of 1954, general elections were held in Albania,
The authorized voters belonged to the "Triska e Frontit" (National
Front), and former deputies, as for example those of Valona, were re-

elected by a large majority, In the meantime, during a meeting of the

{ *
e e ’J‘xtu Yt }Nw.'T WG vAr A G-

Central Committee of the Party at Tirana, th&-eeuneﬂ of Russian political

advisers salbddadned the negative results obtained in the political,

i
ve v, TWahags .a,-..

economic, and social fielda,,\ The head of the government was blamed for

‘:;i)'tallco,r\ditions which displeased Soviet desires,

In esubsequent meetings, new programs were set up, especially in
the econordc field, intended mainly to remove bureaucracy, to unite
: the various ministries, organizations, and employees in® a concerted

I effort to give incentive and strength to agriculture and put an end to

r negligence,

7 @o»&'..u

Thus, 19 July 1954 came, when the Kuvendi Popular (Ghemben—of-

2

-Dcpattee) met for the first time after elections, At that mesting,

.’sm

Enver Hoxha criticized his own activity. He apologized for the errore

committed, explaining that he was excessively burdened by his many

g AT
functions, He requested the assembly to relieve him of the eden of

Prime Minister and of Sk Supreme Command’ of the Armed Forces, Ha

_ stated he would feel honored to remain First Secretary of the Communist
! Party, where he could accomplish much more than in the past,
!

| | ns ¥ 3\'—_&“@
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@\ * W~ Upon the proposal of Min},.ete‘r Spiro Koleka, Mehmet Shehu was
yr?\r%.;;‘.' A X ‘
((\t:.\i"\"i) ot appointed Prime Minister., The™; o8 of Supreme Commander of the Armed

1\3 (:.,0(‘\(( Forces remained vacant for thes time being,

During the same meeting, sm"'cmnges in public administration
were made;' among others, the law was sbrogated requiring public places

to exhitit the pictures of the head of the govermment and of other
Aot g el PResed
members of the government, and-elee—the law forbidding the erection
i - L -
of momnnents to 11ving personalities. crns phern B e s toean

‘

Tae, ’ A
N DT ,{’Lf . ),u\ 4o, L .w,,. ,\. P Wi CRE B iie - SRR PO S
. kY -

the newly 50X1 'HUM

elected deputy from Valona, Isaja lezar,

expressed

s

his satisfaction at the appointment of Mehmet Shehu to the new post,
s

! .stating that many important problems had been discussed during the
' * .

meeting and that he wss preparing to return to Valona {deputies
&

normally reside and carry on their political sctivity in the district
&3

which elected them) to work with renewed enthusiasm for the "re-

organization" of the country, {;\

rl It is not quite clear why the change was d elayed so long, that is
\} since 1951, It should, however, be noted that the gov;armnenf, and the
E central leaders are divided into two distinct factions, for and against
the two personalities in quesﬁion, and the newly elected deputies are

definitely loyal to Mehmet Shehu, He is the "strong" man of the party,

: /
ambitious and resolute, and enjoys the respect from all members of the

Party and its leaders,

It is said that in 1951 or 1952, Enver Hoxha recovered in a
secluded villa from a wound inflicted hy Mehmet Shehu who shot him

during a political argument,

L ‘ | | WS OFFI %‘?ﬁ
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| <&\& ' Mehmet Shehu is a native of the desolate wooded mountain region
qb “»- of Ma%eﬂhsggf (between the right bank of the V A River and Berat

| S 6$71;, h~—~ Qark), called the Ma%agasgry Woodlands. In 1949 he ordered the
4>

execution of a fellov countryman from Klos, a'Colonel in the Ministry

of the Interior, for unknown reasons, .

LG ek it

Enver Hoxha a native of the Argirocastre’ regiom, is poiqed and

has always been the balancing element in the dictatorial excesses and

the political fanaticism of Mehmet Shemu, | these 50X1-HUM

facts are known throughout the country,

If Melmet Shehu &es—tie 1nten%x to completely renbve Enver Hoxha
from power, he will have to proceed witfx caution, bnemuse Hoxha still
enjoys g:eaf. popularity in the country, even anong non-Communist
elements, who see in him the lesser evil and thelrestraining power
;;:the deteriorating sitﬁation. This is an indication of what the

political collaboration will be between Enver Hoxha and Memmet Shehu,

‘It is foreseen that the differences betwsen the two men will grow
and ultimately force an issue of the power problem, which will be in
favor of Mehmet Shehﬁ, who ehjoys the confidence of the Soviets, the
Party cadres, and the political leaders, and who during the three years
he held the post of Minister of the Interior, selected the cadres of
the "Sigurim%f“ and filled the jobe with elements who are loyal and

devoted to him,
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- . July 1954

REASONS_FOR THE PROTRACTED SOJOURN IN THE USSR OF BE%@_M
\\\\\,\ AND LIRJI EELISHOVA (WOMAN):
?-\@‘) The protracted sojourn in the USSR of the two personages mentioned

%.S‘ 4 above has no valid justification,

For example, in the past, Minister Spiru Kolekes, engineer,
former Minister of Public Works, Chairman of the Planning Committee
( | in 1948, and subeequently mé;%éée‘rs“of the Party m invited to
the USSR, for reasons/&nown to the people. ﬂhoy’;pent several years in
‘Russia, The people understood that ,th;s,a/ trip;d w?re’ motivated by

political ahd disciplinary reasons,

T
| : mu,M’\A_c’z«»_U.. +

,E%; The nevspaperg)suboequﬂa&&y carried announcements of the signing
é&? of agreements between the USSR and Albania, the latter represented by

\ % Delegate Koleka.

Uron his returr from the USSR, Koleka agein became Minister of

P S
RS
s .

Pubiic Works, and after the changes of 19 July, he again assumed the

post of Chairman of the Planning Committee,

RELIGIONS: ©
&
Four réligions are officially sanctioned in Albanis:

the Moslem Faith, _
f&¢kxudw

L)
the DerglshXFaith, (Moslem religion, slightly different
% from the mother faith) |
the Orthodox Faith,

The Orthodox, with few exceptions, live in the southern regions,
ahvat 1 T pescem® c‘ Ttk Jaers ‘*"'U A

b
|
I : : the Catholic Faith,
}
} and the Catho cs}’fn"_ﬁhe Scutari region, "All four faiths enjoy the

i oS rE Y sm%‘ﬁ .
- 15 =
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same freedom of worship, but they are controlled by the regime,

\\:{ which has removed clergymen who refused to collaborate,
EAD
ANy A

o 5°

The Catholics, in particular, do not go often to church, because
they fear untold Wsﬁm if, by necessity, they would have any
dealings with the authorities og the state. In many localities, the
churches have no priests; in many villages, Holy Mass is celebrated
only once a month, or once every two months, With the arrest of
Father Gardini, an Italian, who is at present in a labor camp.in the

Kavajg‘region, the Catholic Church has lost its last legal representetive.

SOVIET ARY AND © ISS ION B H

As already mentioned, there were hardly 10 Russian officers and

oy e
civiliens in Albania m:;ﬁbd;’:ﬂnsf 1949-1950, Since 1950, the Soviet
Mission in Albania increased gradually, and is at present about 5,000
*\,ac 1t ‘-‘!\S’ 2

persons strong, beth militery and civiliand, “Iheluding the wives and

children of those who brought along their families,

Militg_zzz'

The militery are spread all over Albanis, attached to army

[:wux %ﬁ_{\
units, quite specially in Tirsna, Durazzo, ari, Valona, and Korcls

\instmctors were attached to all units, Those 50X1-HUM
1"&,1.»\}“

people probably have other duties wh-i-eh—%hay—-em, but which source

did not notéea, Aisits

i | For example, in the spring of this year, he noticed a small group
i of Russian officers surveying the terrain north o%‘;%alom airfield, o’
| Pignymmmed some type of telephone wires which were connected with the '

| airfteld, Furthermore, he recalls that navy officers were stationed

. . at Valona, but he did not see any navy units,

} U S Grecess ’xL' E,%?\%x
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((3383 : | At Vélona , 20-25 lfxijtlijussian army and navy officers ar¢ permanently
gs , p Ci stationed; they arriv;éyggglof 1952, They wear‘regular Soviet uniforms
E ;‘“;w‘ and 1ive.completgly separated from the population. Replacements are
\\_QJ"J{ | rare, During the current year‘ a high ranking Russian officer was 50X1-HUM

axpected to come to Valona.

Civ 83

The number of Russian civilians stationed all over Albania has
increased constantly with the growing industrielization of the country,
Russians are placed in the management of mines, of factories of any
importance, of technical enterprises;and of business firms, They are

engineers, technicians, and specialized workers,

Normally, & new factory or a new enterprise is blue-printed in
Russia and materials and machinery are supplied from Russia, The
construction work is then supervised by engineers, technicians, and
skilled workers, When the factory starts operation, part of the
Russians return to the Soviet Union, and a few remain at their posts
' PN 2 e

the Albanians who had previously been trained in Russia
T

Cfa +;, {forotire special work for which the factory was constructed, Sometimes,

e SaVTPN: 30 2ot

the Russian staff alternates with Another group brought in for the

construction of another factory.

At present, for example, 9 Russian engineers end about 100
technicians and specialized workers are employed at the Valona Csment

Factory which is justnabout to be completed.
ger oty %“‘R‘E‘
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! kngineers and speciallstls are employed MAInLy 1n 1Iiporuaiu

. enterprises, such as
A Y

the Seleniéﬁ'(Valona) Bitun;bcus Mines

the Memaljﬁ%(Valona) Coal Mines

the Patos 0ilfields,

{ But the largest group of Russian engineers in Albenla is made up of
| | geologists. They are divided into groups called "Ekip Geologik",

Y " (geological teams) and are about everywhere in Albania, They have

.

b drilling equipment mounted on trucks for exploration purposes, Several

large pieces of drilling equipment are stationed near Tirana and

Durazzo, | 50X1-HUM
:{Ekip Geologik, ‘ | 50X1-HUM
Geglogical Team of Valonas
This team consists of 8 geologists, ‘ ‘to dgte 50X1-HUM

they were not able to find any ore deposits,

Geolo Te Se ca(Valona)s
This team consists of 5-6 geologists. They are interested only

in bituminous depésits.

Geological Team of Patos:
They carry on research in the oilfield zong? where oil wells
have already been drilled,

e

T fM ig (Va 3
This team is made up of 12-15 Polish geologists; they are

exploring the coal deposits in the region,

| A1l of these teams are under the jurisdiction of a Russian *

Directorate for Geological Research with headquarters at Tirana,

1 - 18-, 8 GFl w0 QEDREY

_ L \
L Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA-RDP80S01540R006300070003-8 f}



¥ | o
§ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA-RDP80S01540R006300070003-8

ine MaLEriel Cenver 4nQ Ulle eldl SUUPS Ul uwiio Viisuvwiavo ol v

\ . at Durazio.
&

Soviet civilians do not carry on any political activity, nor do

~ = -

t\\ + . )'\' N
N e N they e-n%e;h‘!:n any friendly relations with Albanians,
MISCELLANEQUS 3
Liste Foreigm Br & :

has meoer

Listening to foreign broadcasts }q’pérmitted 3éaﬁé'about two years,
Albanians, however, do not take advantage publicly of this permissionm,
and radios in public places are always tuned to the Tirans Broadcasting

Station,

Albanians listen gladly to foreign broadcasts in their homes, but
they use great caution, Foreign broadcasts are jammed, but not enough
to be unintelligible 1if tﬁélisteners concentrate and listen carefully,
Alvanians have only few receiving sets, and these are of Italian,

American, and Germsn manufacture,

Qg - Czechoslovak radio sets with 5 tubes have been on the market

3 ~ only since 1952, These sets are about the size of a shoe box
| (18 x 30 x 25 centimeters), with a medium end short wave circuit, The
replacement parts of these sets are being used for rlepairs of old

sets of other makes,
The programe of western broadcasts coincide with the hours when

Albanians are not at work,

Jews ip g|bg§;g:

The Jews residing in Albania have repeatedly requested permission

I to emigrate to Israel, The Russian Government has given its consent,

L0 SECRET
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Yo 8 e ™ Ll
but the Albanian Govermment has constantly refused to take action,

Finally, in June 1954, the Albanian Government definitely rejected

ell requests for permission to emigrate to lsrael, 50X1-HUM

Coa S Mgasures:
According to Albanian cosstal security measures, nc Albanian

citizen, without a regular permit, may approach the coast heyond the

1,000 meter limits, |

Censoring of Ma;l:

Theorstically, censoring of mail does not exist, but source kmows

that the mail addressed to people under surveillance is being checked,

~ Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/18 : CIA-RDP80S01540R006300070003-8
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| " July 1954 - B) —— MORAIE IN ALBANIAS

B 3
e . P T}

Generals

The peace of mind of the Albanian citizen is disturbed on the

$
LR A .;;- r; ,,q‘c/

one hand because of the fear inspired by the regima "and_6n the other
hand,because of the difficulties and unbearable economic conditions

under which he struggleés,

Ziﬁ»emowééggg;;f all types of food a-d rigi;%;ationﬁ e£¢é5551123

U, > enead T

mgfgzgg‘tmposaible to,géiiﬁny fruit or vegetables. The ration givén
out on one ration coupon, except for hread, must suffice for a week,

>

o4
irreSpectiveAwhether it is enough or not, and prices on the free market

are more than double the official prices,

“Ain example of two different cases: a kilogrem of bread costs 5
and 70 leks, respectively, and a kilogram of sugar costs 25 and 250
leks, respectively,

Wages are entirel' inadequate to cover the most urgent necessities
of 1ife, and it‘i:;i;;;;sihlo for the Albanian worker to buy clothes,
// even though they are of coarse quality and poor workmanship. Rationed
| clothes and free market clothes are fabulously high in relation to
current earnings, For example, in two casess e pair of shoes costs
aboﬁt 500 end 1,500 1sks, respectively, and a suit 2,000 and 10,000

leks, respectively,

The wages of a worker vary from 100-200 leks per day, 2nd the

salary of an average amployee between 3,500-5,000 leks per month,

50X1-HUM |

Due to the housing shortage, a family mmst live in one room,

b ~ SECRET
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Another hardship is that people are forced to "volunteer" to
@3& ., help p"the reconstruction of the country, contributing many hours

of work without pay, Of course, strikes are forbidden and are branded as
\\;Au high treason against the people and the mtion. To this discouraging

‘ ‘\,4_4‘1'»&'\ ‘ka’\»‘-\ / Al WLG’N ‘JJ £, tevueenl. /_:.J.{M»

picture must be addad ~ daedatien-<by-Lrichis-end-servants,

\\;‘( S [a0s PN o y".‘ «;“iﬂ ‘W‘

T

Albania needad consumer goods mcre than anything else ¥-bhe-podt-
P e - . —MJC:»:«_{_,,..
war-péried, to come back to its gmﬁ standard of livimg, even though

1tA3:AEonsidered &8 one of the European countries with the lowest

standard of living, | | people who received packages 20X1 'HUMj

from abroad requested, for example, dyes for fabrics; 1/2 kilogram of

dye would be sold for 5,000-6,000 leks,

The population is exhausted from the heavy "norms" of work, and

is undernourished because of lack of food,

.

Workers and white-collar employeas are dejected and their depréssioh

is increased by the memories of their sunny past,

Enployees, bookkeepers, and all other workers in stores and offices
swindle and cheat, Recent cases ere known where millions haye been
embezzled, as was the case ;f}the Banca Popolare of Tirana, and at a
smaller enterprise, the N,T,L.4.P, (Ndermarje Tregetare Lokale e
Artikujve te Perzier, local Trade Enterprise ;2TAssorted Articles),

a local conmercial enterprise selling foodstuffs, clothes, etc,, in

Fien}fand Korc&.

As 2 result of the new economic poliey which is oriented towards
a larger agricultural production, 1iving conditions for peasants will
improve, Duripg the current year, peasants have beern assisted with
mach#nes, seeds, fertilizer, and credits to make improvements at their
farms and homes, Industry must produce 5 percent more than provided
| W g@@ﬁ;
[
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and leather goods, which they need very badly,

5 Collections of all agricultural products, of livestock, and of
animal products are rigidly imposed., Collections are calculated on

(%Q?’ the size of the land of every peasant, and the owner of any amount of

‘T

land, irrespective of the animals he raises, must deliver a determined
quota of agricultural products, cotton, tobacco, meat, milk, eggs, etc,
To demonstrate the rigid discipline applied to collections, suffice it

to say that hunters who renew their hunting license, must pledge to

y deliver a certaln quantity of game at the end of the season,

On the other hand, peasants are required to pay lower taxes,
3 It 1s foreseen that living conditions of peasants will be considerably
improved in 1955, and many peasants who had moved to cities, attracted
Sarings /
by larger uagos, ‘have returned to their farms,
'Employees and sales peopls must complete their work "norms”,
It often happens that a salesman requests a customer to buy one or
the other item, because he is short of his sales norm and risks #o
1os”§‘1h1s 1ob and be}%é;lt to manual labor,
The above-mentioned living conditions have resulted in misery
aend despair, and it 1s easy to see that the great masses of Albanians

are profoundly depressed,

Morale of Armed Forces:

The political and economic situation of the country affects also

the morale of the arygy,

Officerss
} Officers in general are considered te<tmbhe privileged class

and they enjoy economic advantages, The N,T,U, (Ndermarje Tregetare %§§
o

TREN
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& ,
Ushtarane, Military Treding Enterprise}) sell, food and consumer goods
" at reduced prices to officers.
S Nevertheless, it has been noticed, even at the present time, that

AN many officers' families have been sent to concentration camps because -

the officer-husbands have deserted.

a large percentage of officers would defect

50X1-HUM
1f their families would not be in danger of reprisals, and if the close |

‘surveillance of the police would not constantly and carefully control

their every movement, their statemants, and even their facial expression,

The Troopst
So;diers' ecohomic conditions and food ratiops, in general, are

satisfactory., Soldiers coming home on furlough are in excellent

héalth. However

, discipline is rigid, training is tiring, and officers

mistreat the soldiers freguently and brutally.

Dischorged soldiers complaln violently against the mean disciplinary
handling and the morale breaking treatment to which they are aubjected,

and they are thoroughly dissatisfied,

- END - N o {
& |
& |
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